HK and DF met, on Teams, with Michelle Howley head of development at Elgin, for an update on their solar farm project. Key points were:
1. Michelle now head of development and will introduce us to the project manager in the future
1. Planning permission expires on December 2nd so they will make a start on the site entrance construction before the.  The main construction won’t start until they have a connection date from N Power which is likely to be 2028.  There will be a 10-12 months build programme
1. Currently working on discharging all the many planning conditions
1. Recently updated newt surveys and done some archaeology trenches.  Did not find anything of significance
1. There no major change to the design.  Substation is staying where it was originally planned
1. The right of way nearby does not need moving & they hope to keep it open during the build
1. Elgin now owned by Copenhagen Investment Partners – one of the big renewable firms
1. Landowners are John, Jeanette and Richard Keeves
1. Keen to have working relationship with the Parish Council and would like to get the Voluntary Unilateral Undertaking in place.  This will provide Little Horwood with a one-off payment of between £2k and £4k per MW.  Michelle will be the person who decides on the final amount and will normally try to provide the higher amount (ie £4k /MW).  Some parishes have preferred to take the payment in instalments rather than one off but an annual payment is not an option.  What the PC do with it is up to the PC.  Michelle will send us a draft agreement.

